
Recommendation Number 11 
 
Concern: Many commercial driveways (i.e. Huxter’s, Periwinkle Place, Tahitian Gardens, et. al.) have higher traffic 
volumes than do many of the side streets located along Periwinkle Way. There have been a number of crashes involving 
bicycles at several of these driveways along Periwinkle Way.  
Recommendation: For example, at the first location shown below there have been three crashes in the past three years. 
Two of the three involve motorists turning into the parking lot from the roadway and one involved a motorist leaving 
the parking lot. The second location depicted has also experienced crashes at the access points. As a mitigation measure, 
we recommend that path crossings of major commercial driveways be striped either with parallel edge lines or similar to 
mid-block crosswalks; that is in addition to edge lines along the driveway, install a ladder-type pattern across the 
driveway to alert both motorists and non-motorists of the presence of each other. This treatment may eliminate the 
need for the T-shaped “Look Both Ways” driveway signs at these locations. 
 

 
 

The picture below shows a comparison of the ladder markings and the parallel edge liner markings. 
 

 



 
The ladder-style markings have been shown to be very effective in alerting both motorists and pedestrians to the 
location of crosswalks. Although this proposed application of the ladder-style markings is not typical, there is empirical 
evidence that more visible markings provide a safer driving environment. Because of the cost of installing and 
maintaining ladder-style markings, we do not advocate this treatment for most commercial driveways or for residential 
driveways; however, at major condominiums and resorts, at least parallel edge markings should be considered.  
 
The addition of STOP signs and STOP bars in the commercial parking lots is also recommended at some locations. The 
latter will require the cooperation of the property owners.  
 
We have also reviewed City of Sanibel Resolution 86-07, Standards for Parking and Loading Areas and Driveways. We did 
not find any reference to maximum driveway widths or curb cuts or minimum driveway spacing. We recommend that 
the City consider adding these provisions to the existing regulations to improve both general safety and to provide for 
smoother traffic flow. Typically, residential driveway widths should not exceed 15’ in width for single-family dwellings, 
18’-20’ in width for multi-family dwellings, and 24’ in width, per direction, for commercial locations. At commercial 
locations, if it is desired to have both entrance and exit at the same location, i.e., sharing one driveway “cut” in a 
property’s road frontage, the directional traffic should be separated by a traffic island of at least five feet in width. The 
island, if installed, may be planted with low shrubs not to exceed 24”-30” mature height. Care should also be exercised 
in permitting any sort of signage in a traffic separator island. Such signage could negatively impact sight lines. 


